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Meet Jim Berkland, a California geologist whose forecast of the famous October 17, 1989 World

Series Quake that rumbled through the San Francisco Bay Area was right on the money. This is the

first book to document a geologist's uncanny ability to foretell earthquakes around the world. This

facinating read includes stories of earthquake survivors, a wealth of details about seismic activity in

earthquake prone regions around the world.
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When I first saw this book's title and subtitle, thoughts of a new Alfred Wegener came to mind. I

thought that, perhaps, this "maverick geologist" is really on to something. But it became clear to me

after reading the first few pages that this book was not at all what I had expected. Instead of basing

predictions on well-grounded science, some of the parameters used by this geologist tend to border

on what many would call the paranormal. Nevertheless, I read on; perhaps his approach really

works, I thought. After reading the book cover to cover, it is my opinion that if this geologist has

indeed discovered a fairly reliable way of predicting earthquakes, then this book does not do him

any favors - in fact it does the exact opposite. This book is really a jumble of topics related to

earthquakes with no apparent logical progression. It contains a very brief mini-biography of the

geologist (a couple of pages), several repetitive comments on his campaign to have his methods

recognized by the scientific establishment, anecdotes from people who have experienced various

earthquakes, many repetitive statements on certain earthquakes, discussions on animals being able

to sense earthquakes before they happen, on people who claim that they can do the same, on



clairvoyants and even on Nostradamus's predictions - all these peppered haphazardly throughout.

What I believe the author should have done to truly promote this geologist and his methods is to be

very objective and neutral; to subject his results to the scrutiny of the scientific method and very

carefully analyze his predictions (and whether or not they pan out) using standard scientific and

statistical methods. This would establish whether his predictions are indeed better than chance, and

if so, by how much.
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